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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEA-10 NIC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 

H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 
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INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
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US MISSION USNATO 2189 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMCONSUL ZAGREB 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 4045 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, YO 

SUBJECT: ITALO- YUGOSLAV DISPUTE OVER ZONE B 

REF: A. ROME 3845 
B. BELGRADE 1258 

1. AS FORESEEN REFTEL A, FONOFF INFORMS US THAT GOI REPLIED 
TO YUGOSLAV NOTE OF MARCH 15 WITH BOTH A NOTE AND PUBLIC 
COMMUNIQUE' ON MARCH 19. TEXT OF NOTE. SOURCE ASSURES US, WAS 
ALONG LINES OF COMMUNIQUE’ (SEPTEL) AND REPRESENTS EFFORT BY 
GOI TO LOWER TEMPERATURE OF POLEMICS WHILE AT SAME TIME 
HOLDING TO ITALIAN POSITION ON STATUS OF ZONE B. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO RPT NO OFFICIAL YUGOSLAV REPLY TO MARCH 19 NOTE. 

2. WE TOOK OCCASION TO CHECK WITH FONOFF OFFICIAL EXACT TEXT 
OF GOI MARCH 11 NOTE RELATING TO TERRITORIAL STATUS OF ZONE 
B (REFTEL B, PARA 3). WE ALSO ASKED AGAIN FOR COPY OF NOTE 
WHICH OFFICIAL SAID HE UNABLE TO PROVIDE. TRANSLATING FROM 
NOTE, OFFICIAL GAVE US FOLLOWING TEXT OF CRITICAL PORTION OF 
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NOTE: "ACCORDING TO EXISTING TREATIES, YUGOSLAV SOVEREIGNTY 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


HAS NEVER BEEN EXTENDED OVER THE ITALIAN TERRITORY NOW CALLED 
ZONE B OF THE NEVER-FORMED FREE TERRITORY OF TRIESTE." OFFICIAL 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS FORMULATION WAS PERCEPTIBLY STRONGER 
ASSERTION OF RESIDUAL ITALIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER ZONE B THAN ONE 
HE GAVE US PREVIOUSLY. OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED THAT YUGOSLAV 
DCM HAD BEEN IN TO DISCUSS ISSUE YESTERDAY AND HAD OFFERED 
AS PERSONAL SUGGESTION THAT ITALIANS MIGHT IMPROVE SITUATION BY 
TELLING BELGRADE OFFICIALLY THAT WORD "FORMER" HAD INADVERTENTLY 
BEEN OMITTED BETWEEN "ITALIAN" AND TERRITORY". SOURCE APPEARED 
TO TREAT SUGGESTION LIGHTLY INASMUCH AS DCM WAS NOT ACTING UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. IN FURTHER DISCUSSION OF ZONE B QUESTION, FONOFF OFFICIAL 
MADE SEVERAL INTERESTING POINTS. HE CONFIRMED THAT PRIOR TO 
DELIVERY OF GOI MARCH 1 1 NOTE, FONOFF POLITICAL DIR/GEN DUCCI 

HAD TOLD YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR WHAT WAS COMING AND ASKED WHETHER 
BELGRADE WISHED TO RECONSIDER ITS APPARENT DETERMINATION NOT TO 
DISMANTLE OFFENDING SIGNS AT DEMARCATION POINTS. WHEN YUGOSLAVS 
INDICATED NO CHANGE IN THEIR POSITION, NOTE WAS DELIVERED. 

SOURCE INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS NO CASE OF NOTE BEING 
DELIVERED AND THEN WITHDRAWN. 

4. ON QUESTION OF RATIFICATION OF LONDON MEMORANDUM, OFFICIAL 
SAID THAT ITALIANS HAD NOT RATIFIED IN ORDER TO BETTER DEFEND 
THEIR RESIDUAL CLAIM TO ZONE B AND IN ORDER THAT ISSUE NOT BE 
SUBJECT TO ACRIMONIOUS DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT WHICH, INTER ALIA, 

WOULD HAVE WORSENED RELATIONS WITH BELGRADE. AT SAME TIME, 

OFFICIAL NOTED, YUGOSLAVS DID RATIFY MEMORANDUM AND MARKED EVENT 
AS EVIDENCE OF THEIR NEWLY- ACQUIRED SOVEREIGNTY OVER ZONE B. 

5. FUNDAMENTAL ITALIAN LEGAL POSITION TOWARD ZONE B, ACCORDING 
SOURCE, IS THAT, IN ABSENCE OF FORMATION OF FREE TERRITORY OF 
TRIESTE, GOI RETAINS JURIDICAL TITLE TO DISPUTED AREA BUT DOES 
NOT EXERCISE ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF SOVEREIGNTY. AT SAME TIME, 

ITALY DOES NOT CONTEST YUGOSLAV RIGHT TO ADMINISTER ZONE AS 
PROVIDED IN LONDON MEMORANDUM. IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION IN ITALIAN 
VIEW IS THAT YUGOSLAVS DO NOT HAVE FORMAL TITLE WHICH ONLY ROME 
CAN GIVE. 

6. AS FINAL POINT, FONOFF SOURCE SAID THAT ITALIANS DO NOT 
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EXPECT THAT YUGOSLAVS WILL BACK DOWN AND REMOVE SIGNS. NOW 
THAT GOI HAS FORMALLY GONE ON RECORD IN DEFENSE OF ITS 
INTERESTS IN ZONE B, ROME'S AIM IS COOL THE SITUATION AS RAPIDLY 
AS POSSIBLE-A GOAL WHICH FONOFF INCREASINGLY FEARS YUGOSLAVS DO 
NOT SHARE. VOLPE 
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